MARK PENDRAS, PhD
Urban Studies Program

University of Washington Tacoma

1900 Commerce Street

Tacoma, WA 98402

Email: pendras@u.washington.edu

Tel: 253.692.4732; Fax: 253.692.4800

EDUCATION

2005

PhD, Department of Geography, Rutgers University
Dissertation: “Laws of Motion: Urban politics and the production of capital mobility in 
the US

1999 

MA, Department of Geography, Rutgers University

1994 

BA, International Studies, University of Washington
PROFESSIONAL  HISTORY
2006-present
Assistant Professor, Urban Studies Program, University of Washington Tacoma
2005 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM)
2004

Department Fellow, Department of Geography, Rutgers University

2001-2003
Graduate Student Instructor, Department of Geography, Rutgers University

1999-2001 
Research Associate, Center for Urban Policy Research, Rutgers University

1998-1999
USAID Program Coordinator, Local Democracy in Poland, Rutgers University
1995-1997
Co-Founder/Director, MK International, Seattle, WA/Quetzaltenango, Guatemala

PUBLICATIONS

Papers in refereed journals
2011
The problematic potential of universities to advance critical urban politics (Co-authored with Yonn Dierwechter). In press, Journal of Geography in Higher Education.
2011
Law and the political geography of US corporate regulation. Space and Polity, Vol.15, 
N.1, pp.1-20
2010 
Confronting capital mobility. Urban Geography, Vol.31, N.4, pp.479-497.
2009  
Urban politics and the production of capital mobility in the United States. Environment and Planning A, Vol.41, N.7, pp.1691-1706.
2006
Whither critical inquiry? The Professional Geographer, Volume 58, N.1, 99-103. 

2002
From local consciousness to global change: asserting power at the local scale. 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, V. 26, N.4, pp. 823-833.
Manuscripts under review

2011

Decentralized greenspace: mapping experiential connectedness to urban nature. (Co-


authored with Matt Kelly and Heather Minella). Under review with Social and Cultural 


Geography.

Book reviews
2011
Book Review: D. Imbroscio “Urban America reconsidered: alternatives for governance and policy” Journal of Urban Affairs, (forthcoming in V.33, No.4, page numbers n/a).
2010
Book Review: S. Safford “Why the garden club couldn’t save Youngstown” Economic Geography, Vol.85, No.1, pp.102-104.
2005

Book Review: N. Brenner, B. Jessop, M. Jones, and G. Macleod (eds.) “State/Space” 


Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, V.23, N.2 (w/P. Ashton and R. Lake)

2004

Book Review: N. Blomley, D. Delaney, and R.T. Ford (eds.) “The Legal Geographies 


Reader” Political Geography, V. 23, N.2 (w/P. Ashton and R. Lake) 

2000

Book Review: A. Jonas and D. Wilson (eds.) “The Urban Growth Machine: Critical 


Perspectives Two Decades Later” Environment and Planning-A , V.32, N.10 (w/R. Lake)

Reports

2000

International Youth Organization: Youth and Young Adult Council Planning Manual, 



Center for Urban Policy Research, Community Outreach Partnership Center, Rutgers 


University 

1999

Ten years of Local Democracy in Poland, Local Democracy in Poland, Center for 


Russian, Central, and East European Studies, Rutgers University
Work in preparation 

Urban stasis and the politics of alternative development. (Co-authored with Charles Williams). In preparation. Expected submission date: July, 2011.

The political economy of stasis. (Co-authored with Charles Williams). In preparation. Expected submission date: October, 2011.

The politics of capital mobility. Book proposal.
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS
2011
“The political economy of stasis in a second (class) city” Seattle, WA: Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.

“The university as developer: real estate, workforce, and partnership” Tacoma, WA: Urban Studies South Sound Policy Forum.

2010
“Advancing urban industrial policy in Tacoma, WA” Tacoma, WA: Urban Studies South Sound Policy Forum.

2009
“Manufacturing revival: advancing urban industrial policy” Las Vegas, NV: Annual 
Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.

2008

“Labor and urban politics: urban industrial policy reconsidered” Tacoma, WA: Cascadia 


Critical Geography Mini Conference.

2007 

“Law and the metaphysics of corporate mobility” Bellingham, WA: Cascadia Critical 


Geography Mini Conference.

“Urban politics and the production of capital mobility in the US.” San Francisco, CA:
 Annual meeting of the American Association of Geographers.
2006
“Movilidad capital, politica urbana, y el desarrollo local en Mexico.” XVII 
Congresso Nacional de Geografía, Acapulco, Mexico.  

2005

“Laws of Motion.” Denver, CO: Annual Meeting of the American Association of 


Geographers.
2004 

“The politics of capital mobility.” By invitation of the Department of Geography, 


Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH.
“The politics of capital mobility.” Philadelphia, PA: Annual Meeting of the Association 

of American Geographers.
2003
“The politics of capital mobility.” New Orleans, LA: Annual Meeting of the Association
 of American Geographers.
2002

“Private property and the public good: underlying philosophical contradictions of the 


property rights movement.” Upper Montclair, NJ: Annual Meeting of the Middle States 


Division of the Association of American Geographers.
“Private property and the public good: underlying philosophical contradictions of the 

property rights movement.” Los Angeles, CA: Annual Meeting of the Association of 

American Geographers.
2001
“Counterhegemonic struggle and the conflict over New York City’s community
gardens.” New York, NY: Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.
2000

“Privatizing public space, commodifying community: neo-liberalism and New York 


City’s community gardens.” Pittsburgh, PA: Annual Meeting of the Association of 


American Geographers.

TEACHING

Areas of teaching expertise

My teaching expertise mirrors my research interests related to urban political economy, urban government, politics, and policy, alternative local development, critical legal geography/urbanism, and urban environmental history and philosophy. 
Curriculum development

2009-2011
Developed preliminary curriculum for the MA degree in Community and Metropolitan 
Studies.
2009-2011
Participated in the curriculum design and planning for the BA degree in Sustainable Urban Development.
2006-2011
Participated in the ongoing revision and planning of the Urban Studies Program 
curriculum.
2006-2011
Developed four new courses for the Urban Studies Program.
2006-2011
Substantially revised three courses for the Urban Studies Curriculum.
Courses taught
2006-2011
TURB 205: Images of the City, University of Washington Tacoma.
TURB 440/TSUD 240: The City and Nature, University of Washington Tacoma. 
TURB 345: Urban Government and Organizations, University of Washington Tacoma.
TURB 379: Urban Field Experience, Holland/Italy (co-taught with Yonn Dierwechter), University of Washington Tacoma.
TURB 401: Urban Change and Development, University of Washington Tacoma.

TURB 420: Cities and the Constitution, University of Washington Tacoma.

TURB 475: Community and Economy, University of Washington Tacoma.

TURB 492: Urban Studies Seminar, University of Washington Tacoma. 

2003 Geography 402: Political Geography. Department of Geography, Rutgers University.

Geography 492: Geographic Problems: Place and Globalization. Department of Geography, Rutgers University.
Student supervising/advising/mentorship

2006-2011
Internships (eight students).

Community service projects (two students).

Independent research projects (five students).
SERVICE TO URBAN STUDIES

2008-present
Proposal development for a new MA degree in Community and Metropolitan Studies,
UW Tacoma.
Developed new relationships with local community economic development groups for course-related service-learning projects.
2007-2008 
Faculty supervisor, CIVITAS, UW Tacoma.
2007

Faculty Search Committee for Sustainable Urban Development hire.
SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY

2010

Chair, Distinguished Teaching Award Committee, UW Tacoma.
2008-2009
Review committee, Distinguished Research Award, UW Tacoma.
2007-present
Executive Council of the Faculty Assembly, UW Tacoma.
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

2011

Co-organizer, Political Geography/Sexuality and Space Preconference, UW Tacoma.
2008

Organizer, Cascadia Critical Geographies Mini-Conference, UW Tacoma.
2007-2009
Manuscript review, Urban Geography.
2007

Proposal review, National Science Foundation.
2005 

Manuscript review, Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers.
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
2007, 2009
Facilitator for a televised local election forum involving UW Tacoma students.
HONORS AND AWARDS
2010

Commencement Speaker, University of Washington Tacoma Graduation Ceremonies. 



Distinguished Teaching Award, University of Washington Tacoma ($5000).

Distinguished Faculty Award, given by the CIVITAS student organization, University of 
Washington Tacoma. 
2008

Curriculum enhancement and development grant ($1000), The Center for Leadership & 


Social Responsibility, Milgard School of Business, University of Washington Tacoma.
UWT Writing Fellows Institute Fellowship ($1000), University of Washington
Tacoma.
Founders Endowment Grant (One-quarter teaching release), for research related to the 

project “Labor and urban politics in Tacoma: Investigating industrial alternatives.” 

University of Washington Tacoma.

2004 

Department Fellowship (tuition and stipend), Department of Geography, Rutgers 


University.
Dissertation Enhancement Award ($800), Political Geography Specialty Group of the 

Association of American Geographers.

Speaking invitation ($400), Department of Geography, Youngstown State University, 

Youngstown, OH.

Special Study Award ($250), The Graduate School, Rutgers University.

Special Study Award ($100), The Graduate School, Rutgers University.
2003

Economic Geography scholarship (approx. $700) to attend the Summer Institute in 


Economic Geography, Madison, WI.
Special Study Award ($500), The Graduate School, Rutgers University.
2002 

Dissertation Teaching Award ($3000), The Graduate School, Rutgers University.
“Bridging Disciplinary Divides” Speaker Series ($3000), Graduate Student Association, 

Rutgers University.
2001

“Workshops on Scholarship in Geography” Speaker Series ($3000), Graduate Student 


Association, Rutgers University.
2000

“Emerging Geographies” Speaker Event (co-organized) ($3500), Graduate Student 


Association, Rutgers University.
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